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Looking back to forge a new future

“We live in complex times, with a lot of history. We must remember 
how far we’ve come, and not forget how far we can still yet go.”  
          - Richard Branson



Although we are thrilled to be doing so much more to support trauma 
survivors, we still fell short. We were unable to shelter 43 households 
due to capacity limitations; 30% of requests for protective order 
assistance went unmet because of agency limitations; and the wait time 
for crisis counseling consistently exceeded 90 days.

Love The DOVE — Looking back to forge a new future
Dear Supporters and Friends, 

Each year, we pause to look back on a year of progress and 
accomplishment.  This year, our 25th anniversary, we are 
looking back with the clear intention of forging a new future 
for DOVE Center, for our community and for our clients.

In fiscal year 2019, our dedicated staff:
 • Provided 15% more nights of safe shelter than last  
  year, 96% more over four years;
 • Increased court advocacy for protective orders by   
  140% just this year;
 • Increased individual counseling services by 40% this  
  year, by 75% over four years;
 • Increased child/youth counseling services by over  
  200% this year alone;
 • Served 46% more assault victims accessing trauma  
  support services and 130% more over four years.

This year we developed new ways to support our clients 
on their healing journeys by adding resources like 
mobile advocacy, teen support groups, and educational 
opportunities. 

 The good news is that in every category of services and 
support, DOVE Center is rising to the occasion of meeting 
the ever-increasing demand by using our resources 
efficiently and carefully. Our budget has grown to over $1.5 
million this year in an attempt to keep up with the demand. 

We are part of a fast-growing community and because 
domestic and sexual violence remain largely silent and 
underreported, we know there are many in need of support 

whom we haven’t heard from yet. When demand outpaces 
our ability to serve, we know we will have to dig deep and 
continue developing innovative ways to offer hope while 
building financial resources and support. 

As we look back, we must also look ahead to forge a future 
that continues to build on the solid foundation of care and 
healing established at DOVE Center over the past 25 years. 
Our specific goals for the upcoming year are:
 1. Increase transitional housing opportunities to    
  alleviate demand for shelter while providing   
  supportive, longer-term housing assistance for   
  clients as they transition to independence;
 2. Generate sustainable funding to support our   
  increased counseling staff, ensuring wait times   
  never exceed 30 days;
 3. Help the community and individuals in need   
  more accurately identify abuse and obtain help   
  through increased outreach, expanded digital   
  footprint and robust educational opportunities.

We thank you for your support and invite you to join us 
in our quest to empower those impacted by domestic and 
sexual violence. Our clients and their families are depending 
on us.

Kind Regards,

Ruth Weniger,
Board President

Lindsey Boyer, 
Executive Director

We Still Need Your Help



289 screens performed 
by law enforcement 

300  Lethality  Assesment 
screens  performed in-house

1,026
served in 

person

153 Adults and 97 children took safe refuge in shelter

771 with non-shelter services

188 Rape/sexual assault victims served

186 children/teens received advocacy/counseling services

self-esteem
classes for girls

community 
events

prevention 
presentations

85 
volunteers

5,100 
volunteer 

hours

5,844 nights of shelter at DOVE House

2,167 nights at Erin's House

8,011 total combined nights

25 individuals (10 households) 
served with transitional housing

67 served with hospital 
advocacy

116 served with court 
advocacy

72 served with Protective 
Order assistance 

1,384
helpline 

calls 
(786 victim 

callers)

25 received individual counseling
in Kane County

237

297 served with 
support groups

received individual counseling
in Washington County
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Our Mission: We work to empower those impacted by domestic abuse and sexual violence.
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Financial Information

(Change in Net Assets: $18,759)

NOTE: During fiscal year 2019 DOVE took the opportunity to increase counseling and advocacy hours in 
order to reduce wait times for survivors in crisis. While positive for survivors, this required accessing precious 
limited reserve funds. Continued program growth is critical to serving survivors in our community, so DOVE 
has implemented a new initiative dedicated to building capacity. Please contact us for more information about 
upcoming expansion needs and how you can support these efforts! 

$796,924
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$1,185,765
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Fundraising
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Interest income:
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With the help of good friends, I found 
DOVE Center when my children 
and I needed support after leaving 
my abusive spouse. We all got into 
therapy at DOVE and it has made such 
a difference in our lives. Since starting 
therapy, my oldest is sleeping better, 
has far less anxiety, and feels safe 
now. My youngest has become more 
vocal through therapy and both are 
discussing their feelings more openly.

I feel like I’m also making big progress 
in working through some of my trauma. 
I am less anxious, feel more sure of 
myself, and am learning and growing 
as a parent. I’m really grateful for all 
the tools I have to help me face my 
issues and to heal. I feel more hopeful 
than when I started this process. I 
realize this work is a journey but my 
children and I are moving forward and 
connecting more, and that feels like a 
big success to me.


